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Dr Bottoms recognition by his fellow historians
is demonstrated by their reviews of his work.
Reviews
CAIRNS City of the South Pacific, a History from 1770-1995
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CAIRNS City of the South Pacific, a History from 1770-1995 (Bunu Bunu
Press, 2015, 2016):
See Nicolas Rothwell, 'A Northern Star Is Born' review, in The Weekend
Australian, 6-7 June 2016, see:
http://cairnshistory.com.au/content/uploads/2020/02/PDF-A-Nothern-Star-is-Born.pdf

�

...when it comes to documenting the city’s history, it seems Cairns –
...has stolen a march on its southern rival [Townsville]. Timothy
Bottoms’ “Cairns: City of the South Pacific” is as impressive in its range
and depth as in the weight of its 600 pages. Its ten chapters cover the
story of a city which, in the author’s words, transformed itself “from a
boisterous, hard-drinking frontier port … to an international tourist
destination.”
Moreover, ... he pays due reference and respect to a far older history: a
time when the region was simply the Bulmba (or homeland) of the
Bama rainforest people, and the emerging city was not even a tiny
outpost on a remote shore. His opening chapter, with its title “Not a
virgin land” (a clear challenge to the doctrine of ‘terra nullius’), employs
an unusual device in a historical work: the blending of actual events
and recorded observations with imagined, fictional scenes in which the
Bama watch the passage of Cook’s mysterious vessel and have their
earliest encounters with Europeans. This bold start is made all the
more authentic by the author’s extensive research and earlier writings
on the culture and history of the Djabugay-Yidiny peoples. It ensures
readers will hold the images of that unwritten history in their minds as
they follow the remarkable changes in land and people that are
recounted in the following chapters.
And it is a recounting which has won accolades from fellow historians
and writers. “Impeccably researched and written with an appealing
narrative verve” says Henry Reynolds. “A great piece of history – at
once
local
and
national,”
writes
Nicholas
Rothwell.
Review by Miniata for JCU Library News, June 14 2019

https://jculibrarynews.blogspot.com/2019/06/telling-cairns-storytimothy-bottoms.html
�

…well written and weaves an enormous amount of detail into a
compelling narrative. There is much hidden artistry in it. It is in every
sense a fine local history which bears comparison with the best
examples of the genre…Cairns has been well served by their chosen
historian.
Professor Henry Reynolds, University of Tasmania

�

This history is of great quality, vastly accessible, very well founded, and
really in-tone and method unlike any other piece of Australian history
I’ve come across: precise, sane, generous… A great sustained tour de
force, almost every footnote I read with pleasure… A great piece of
history- at once local and national.
Nicolas Rothwell, The Australian

�

…clear, vivid and interesting…there could be very few readers who
could not find some area of compelling interest in this book: most will
2
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be fascinated by it all…It is likely to become a classic in Queensland
history writing.
Dr. Helen Gregory, University of Queensland
�

It is amazing that someone who wasn’t actually there at the time could
be so spot on with all the nuances of that era. I personally had to
almost pinch myself to make me remember that you were not one of
us.... Absolutely spot-on!
Mr. Bruce Downie who was stationed in Cairns during the Second World War
and supplied many of the historic photographs for Chapter 9. Letter to the author, 16
July 2006.

Djabugay Country, an Aboriginal History of Tropical North Queensland
(Allen and Unwin, 1999):
�

Bottoms has worked diligently to produce a study of the Djabugay
people of the Cairns hinterland ...which covers their pre-contact history,
their frontier and post-frontier relations with the European land-takers,
their experience of segregation struggles and triumphs ... Sure, there is
talk here of frontier battles, massacres, forced removals and a swag of
sundry other brutalities, but they are not laid on too thickly. There is just
enough for even the most obdurate of intellects to be stirred by the
suspicion that it may not have been all 'beer and skittles' under the
tropical Queensland sun...
Raymond Evans, Queensland Review, Vol.7, No.2, October 2000, (pp.107-08)

�

The triumphalist view of the past - based solely on pride in
achievement and frontier bravery and perseverance - must now
contend with stories of frontier cowardice and inhumanity. These truths
are uncomfortable for Australians who have been fed on jingoistic
histories... For north Queenslanders, ... Bottoms's book ...reveals a
jarring new view of a familiar landscape, which will be alien to most
north Queenslanders...Supermarkets and cane-fields now sprawl over
the sacred places, the byways, homes and meeting places of the
Djabugay... Good history is the pursuit of truth. Reconciliation is, above
all, a test of maturity. For Australians generally ...it will mean coming to
terms with the past that Timothy Bottoms describes.
Noel Pearson, The Courier-Mail, 10 May 1999, p.13

�

...to quote the Djabugay elders from the foreword of this timely book,
nothing of how "we as Aboriginals experienced and remembered those
early days". The Jilli Binna display [in Kuranda]...failed to show how
much suffering was inflicted on the Aboriginal people by government
policies of that time. Timothy Bottoms' Djabugay Country has rectified
this shortcoming. He has given us not only a local historical perspective
but an opportunity to confront the uncomfortable truth of our troubling
past...Bottoms has made an important contribution to illuminate some
of our darker secrets and in this Aboriginal history of Tropical North
Queensland he has preserved vital memories for future generations of
indigenous people.
W.(John) Kotow, Barfly Book Review, 6 May 1999
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�

This book is very thoroughly researched and copious quotes from
newspapers, government records and oral history as well as
photographs and maps piece together a documentary style history... as
an account of what might be termed 'mainstream Djabugay', this book
is an important addition to our understanding of Aboriginal history.
Elisabeth Patz, Aboriginal History 1999 Vol 23 (pp.128-29)

Conspiracy of Silence, Queensland's frontier killing times (Allen & Unwin
2013):
Conspiracy of Silence (online documentary)
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=oQI5ySAAhYg
Massacre Recollections with the Elders (online documentary)
https://www.youtube.com/results?search_query=massacre+Recollections+
with+the+Elders
�

What has been lacking is a detailed overview of all documented
encounters that resulted in the multiple deaths of the Aboriginal
peoples. Not anymore.
Bottoms' work admirably fills this gap.
[Conspiracy of Silence]...makes an important contribution to
understanding Australia's part, in particular the complex relationships
between Europeans and Aboriginal people on the frontier. It provides a
synthesis of scholarship from the last 30 years and dispels beyond the
myths that the 'settlement' of Australia was a peaceful process.
Thom Blake Review in Aboriginal History - Volume 37, 2013

�

This book brings us several critical insights... Bottoms has unearthed
and collated the history to give a coherent picture - not of accidental
by-product or unfortunate consequence, but of active, murderous
brutality... [he] lays out noisy piece of evidence after noisy piece of
evidence that the movement of indigenous people from their lands in
Queensland was nasty, brutal and murderous...[and] earlier history in
NSW and Victoria would tell the same story... This is not a case of "lest
we forget" but a case of never acknowledged, let alone forgotten or
remembered.
Crispin Hull Canberra Times, July 6, 2013

�

A feature of ... Conspiracy of silence about violence on the Queensland
frontier is [a] retention of oral knowledge by many Aboriginal
communities of the terrible massacres perpetrated on their
ancestors...The unsettling factor is that the stories are little realised
outside
of
Aboriginal
communities...Bottoms'
comprehensive
delineation of the Queensland massacres clearly demonstrates that the
reality of violence can no longer be denied. It is a story that needs to be
told.
Michael Bennett JRAHS Volume 100, Part 1 (pp.117-118), June, 2014

�

Bottoms makes a valuable addition to a growing body of research into
the violent history of northern Australia... he shows that colonial
Queensland was a landscape of deep trauma that persists to this day...
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This book is an eloquent refutation of that [peaceful] conception of our
past. [This] is a powerful and much-needed presentation of this
approach to frontier violence... Bottoms shows how many of the
pastoralists came to Queensland after experience in Victoria, but
armed with new guns and the ideology of scientific racism. In
Conspiracy of Silence, Bottoms uses the kind of historical detective
work that is the trademark of a local historian, and successfully applies
it to a colony-wide study. This is a gruesome and disturbing history, but
it is our history, and it demands to be read.
Thomas James Rogers Melbourne Historical Journal 2015, Vol. 43.1
�

Particularly impressive is the way Bottoms has mapped what he has
collected, making visual the extent of the violence ... If anecdotes out
on the edge of the frontier are easy to ignore, the total picture Bottoms
provides through this graphic visualisation is an entirely different
matter... It was a labour of life, an important landmark in a journey of
personal enlightenment through experience and study, which amply
demonstrates the quality of work being done in this country by
professional historians on a mission... 'the awful truth' has to be
acknowledged, not only because history demands it but because there
are ramifications of relevance for contemporary Australia.
Nikki Henningham Australian Historical Studies, Vol.45, Issue 1, March 2014

�

Bottoms goes further [than Richards' book A Secret War: A True
History of Queensland's Native Police, by], giving us what is arguably
the most detailed account yet of frontier violence in Queensland... The
idea of "peaceful settlement" is a fiction and Bottoms explains how the
brutal dispossession of Aboriginal people occurred over decades, and
was worst in Queensland... As tough as Bottoms' book is, it's also a
fascinating look at the colonial period, a time when many voices were
raised against what was going on. Timothy Bottoms' book is sobering
but important.
Phil Brown Queensland Life, Courier Mail, Saturday, June 8, 2013 (pp.20-21)
https://cairnshistory.com.au/content/uploads/2020/03/Courier-Mail-History-tainted-bydirty-deeds-June-8-2013.pdf

�

...Conspiracy of Silence: Queensland’s Frontier Killing Times provides
a systematic account of the mass killings of Aboriginal people that
accompanied the expansion of the Queensland frontier in the
nineteenth century... Bottoms has comprehensively mapped these
killings, charting some 140 frontier massacres that occurred between
1831 and 1918. Bottoms examines these killings alongside settlement
patterns, concluding that the escalation of violence in the mid- to late19th century traced the pathway of pastoralist expansion, coinciding
with Queensland’s emergence as a separate colony and the arming of
the Queensland Native Police Corps with more efficient weaponry.
Conspiracy of Silence marks a significant contribution to the
historiography of the dispossession of Queensland’s Aboriginal
communities.
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Hannah Baldry, Ailsa McKeon, Scott McDougall,
https://law.uq.edu.au/files/1263/Queenslands-Frontier-Killing-TimesFacing-up-to-Genocide-Baldry-McKeon-McDougall-2015.pdf, pp.92-113.
�

�

Other Reviews by:
Nicolas Rothwell in The Weekend Australian, 29-30 June, 2013
https://cairnshistory.com.au/content/uploads/2020/03/WeekendAustralian-Mapping-the-Massacres-29-30-June-2013.pdf
Stephan Gray, https://www.altlj.org/news-and-views/law-andculture/law-and-culture-vol-38-3/614-conspiracy-of-silence-queenslands-frontier-killing-times

In 2013 Allen & Unwin published Conspiracy of Silence and since then it
has sold 4,578 copies in print edition and 687 copies in ebook edition.
Elizabeth Weiss (Publisher, A&U) observed that "in our small market, this
is a very solid result, and it shows that your book has had a significant
influence on the public understanding of frontier violence in Queensland."
(see p.16)
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Publications:
Published by Yorkeys Knob Boating Club - A History of
Yorkey’s Knob Boating Club, YKBC, Cairns, May 2016.
This is an example of historical research which
demonstrates the historical expertise and critical evaluation
of primary sources and oral history. 148 pages with 111
photographs.
Conspiracy of Silence – Queensland’s frontier killing times,
Publishers: Allen and Unwin, released 27 May 2013. Paul
Davey wrote in the Guadrian (4 March 2019) "[Henry]
Reynolds, now 81, also praises the importance of the
writings about the Queensland frontier by ... historians
Timothy Bottoms - especially his book Conspiracy of
Silence..." Pages 288, 5 Maps, 26 historical photographs.
http://www.theguardian.com/australia-news/2019/mar/04/as-the-toll-ofAustralia's-frontier-brutality-keeps-climbing

Cairns, City of the South Pacific, A History of Cairns 17701995, Bunu Bunu Press, Cairns, 1st ed. Nov. 2015, 2nd ed.
May 2016. This was also my PhD with Central Queensland
University (CQU) and was completed in July 2002 and
awarded a doctorate in August 2003. Pages 609, 11 Maps,
211 historical photographs.
Bama Country – the indigenous Rainforest People of
Tropical North Queensland.
This book covers the
Indigenous rainforest people’s traditional use of plants, the
pharmacopoeia and seasonal movements in the FNQ
rainforests. Published by Fishtail Solutions, March 2008.
Pages 46, 1 Map, 14 historical photo's, 6 colour photo's.
Djabugay Country – An Aboriginal History of Tropical North
Queensland, for the Djabugay Elders and Mantaka
‘Shanty’ Aboriginal Corporation. (January 1998). Published
by Allen & Unwin in May 1999. Pages 138, 9 Maps, 71
historical photographs, 6 colour photographs.
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The Bama – People of the Rainforest – published in Cairns
by Gadja Enterprises (December 1992). Pages 32, 3 Maps,
21 historical photographs.

Articles in Journals:
Q150 History Conference, 3 Sept. 2009 - Conspiracy of
Silence - the colouring of Australian history,
Queensland’s 19th century frontier - at Session II,
Marque Hotel, Brisbane. Pages 203-221, published by
PHA(Q), as Journeys through Queensland history:
landscape, place and society. One of 21 contributors, 341
pages.
Chapter 3 “Bama Country – Aboriginal Homelands” in
Securing the Wet Tropics – A Retrospective on Managing
Australia’s Tropical Rainforests, Federation Press, Sydney,
2001. Among 16 contributing authors.

An Historical Overview of Land Use at Mona Mona Mission,
1913 to 1963 was produced for the Mona Mona Community
Development Strategy, sponsored by ANCA & Mona Mona
Aboriginal Corporation. (November 1994). Published in the
Journal R.H.S.Q. (Issue 10 – May 1998).
From Bama Djumburru to Gadja Roads – A Profile History
of Towns & Roads on the Atherton Tablelands, F.N.Q.
commissioned by Northern Archaeology Pty Ltd., for
Telecom Australia. (May 1992). Published in the Journal
R.H.S.Q. (Issue 13 – November 1995).
A Short Walk On the Wild Side – an audio-commentary on
the Red Arrow Walking Track in the Mt. Whitfield
Environmental Park. It dealt with the history of the Cairns
area, botany and the Aboriginality of the landscape. Also
published as a 20 page pamphlet. Funded by the Wet
Tropics Management Authority for the Queensland
Education Department and the Flecker Botanic Gardens.
(August 1993 discontinued in 1999).
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The World of the Bama – a synchronised audio-visual
presentation, for the Pre-Separation Conference held by
the Royal Historical Society of Queensland on August 10
1991. Later published in the Journal R.H.S.Q. (Issue 1 –
February 1993).
MED 287 ‘Politics and Change’, wrote course for TAFE,
Aboriginal & Torres Strait Islander Community Ranger
Program. (July 1992).
Online Video's & Commercial Films:
In 2019 (19 July) produced and voiced the voice-work for
Massacre Recollections with the Elders, which was
recorded 23 years ago with Elders who have since died
(apart from Dr. Ernie Grant and Willie Brim). Their stories
needed to be told. The segment was uploaded to Youtube
and located at https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5rvYW5eaQZI
In 2018 interviewed for a documentary for the UK series
entitled Secret Railways (1 of 6 worldwide). In a paperbark
swamp at the back of the Cairns Cemetery, Dr. Bottoms'
talked about the first section of the Cairns-Kuranda
Railway. Broadcast on SBS last October (2019).
PHOTO CAPTION: UKTV documentary team Curtis, gofer, Adrienne Doyard,
Director, & Dave Michin, cameraman, interviewed Dr. Bottoms on the
construction of the Cairns-Kuranda railway, for Secret Railways, 10 August
2018.

In 2017 A War of Hope (Baconfactoryfilms, 2016)
interviewed Dr. Bottoms in relation to the 1942 transfer of
the whole of Hopevale (just north of Cooktown) to
Woorabinda, over 1,585.6 kms away. A callous disregard of
the Indigenous community, at gunpoint, they were herded
down south to the chilly central Queensland reserve of
Woorabinda. Broadcast on NITV in 2017, 2018 & 2019.
Trailer: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=fJ4Np5r0XLQ

For the 2014 Myall Creek commemorations, Dr. Bottoms
completed a DVD on Conspiracy of Silence where he
prepared the text and was the narrator for this 30 minutes
programme, online film documentary. May 2014 (Savannah
Productions). First shown at the Myall Creek
commemorations(2014).
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=oQI5ySAAhYg
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Awards:
2019 (23rd September) the Cairns Historical Society
presented the S.E. Stephens Award in recognition of Dr.
Bottoms valuable contribution to the collection and
dissemination of North Queensland History.
Photo Caption: President of the Cairns Historical Society, Clive Skarott
A.M., presenting Dr. Timothy Bottoms with the S.E. Stephens Award, at
the AGM, 20 September, 2019.

2009 (Feb-April) Visiting Fellowship at the National
Museum of Australia. (Photo Caption) Dr. Peter Stanley, Director of the
Centre for Historical Research offering a 2009 fellowship to Dr. Bottoms at the
National Museum of Australia.

August 2003 - Doctorate from Central Queensland
University (presented at the Queensland Performance Arts
Centre, Brisbane).

Citations:
To week ending December 22, 2019 ResearchGate.com
recorded that Dr. Bottoms' research items reached 31
citations and 700 reads.
Academia.com Dr. Bottoms' research items reached 44
citations.
Lectures:
Guest Speaker at the Myall Creek Memorial
Commemoration Ceremony 8 June 2014.
https://honesthistory.net.au/wp/bottoms-timothy-myall-creek-and-beyond/

JCU Lecture for the School of Education, on the 'History of
Cairns to 1906' (11 July 2012). This two hour lecture
included 122 historical images which were shown as Dr.
Bottoms progressed with the lecture.
JCU one hour Lecture about the History of Cairns to 1906
(21 July, 2011), with a 15 minute period to consider how to
assess primary sources.

Conspiracy of Silence – Queensland’s frontier killing times,
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as Visiting Fellowship at the National Museum of Australia;
� lecture & Powerpoint presentation at the NMA (May
2009);
�

Conspiracy of Silence - the colouring of Australian
history, Queensland’s 19th century frontier - Q150
History Conference (3 September 2009), with
Powerpoint Presentation, at Session II, Marque
Hotel, Brisbane, 3 September, 2009. Published by
PHA(Q), pages 203-221, as Journeys through
Queensland history: landscape, place and society.
One of 21 contributors, 341 pages.

�

Cairns Institute Racism Conference, Cairns Institute,
Pacific International, Cairns (31 August 2012)

A Brief History of the Cairns Aquatic / Yacht Club, a 30
minute presentation at the Cairns Yacht Club on 2 August
2008, backed with a Powerpoint presentation of historical
images.
Defending the North – Frontline Cairns 1940-1946, an
historical overview – guest lecturer at the University of
Queensland Art Museum, 13 August 2005. A 30 minute
image Powerpoint presentation converted to a DVD. Also
presented at
Artspace Mackay(9_December_2005).
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=i7h-0S_n_f0
Lecture on Federation in Far North Queensland, presented
at the Cairns Regional Gallery as a part of the Centenary of
Federation Queensland Far North celebrations. (4
September 2001)
Consultancies:
Completed an Historical Overview of [14] Cape York
Peninsula Community Indigenous Towns for the Education
Queensland's Indigenous Schools Support Unit (ISSU).
December 2013.
Researched an interpretation of primary source documents
for Indigenous Schooling Support Unit (ISSU, Education
Queensland) relating to massacres, missions and
government policy in North, Central and Southern
Queensland & the Gulf. It was scanned for a Powerpoint
presentations, for the Cross-Cultural Awareness Program.
This was part of a program which was expected to become
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mandatory for all Queensland teachers. (Oct 2003-Aug
2005)

Heritage interpretational signage for DotDash Pty Ltd
(Brisbane based) for the Cairns Esplanade Development
for the Cairns Regional Council. (2001-2003)
"Indigenous Issues in Regional Planning", for the Royal
Australian
Planning
Institute
Conference,
Cairns
Convention Centre, 2 August, 1996.
"Urban Design, Indigenous Approaches to Housing & Other
Structures" (TG5603:03) at JCU, Centre for Tropical Urban
and Regional Planning, James Cook University, Cairns
Campus, 24 June, 1996.
"Report on Preliminary Consultation with Certain Traditional
Groups & Indigenous Organisations of the Wet Tropics,
Regarding Tourism", prepared for the Wet Tropics EcoTourism Strategy Interim Steering Committee (T.D. Nevard,
Director, CNT Tropical Urban and Regional Planning, JCU).
December 1995.
A Preliminary History of the Djabugay was produced as the
basis for the Historical Film Theatre presentation for the
Tjapukai Cultural Park. (August 1995)
In the "Path of Buda:dji" was produced as one of six
chapters in Djina:la Galing – ‘Going On Foot’, a Cultural
Heritage Study & Archaeological Survey for the Barron
Gorge Walking Track Strategy, Q.N.P.W.S. (June 1995)

'An Historical Overview of the Mulgrave Shire' was
commissioned by Pawsey & Prowse, Landscape
Architects, for the then Mulgrave Shire Council (April 1995).
'A Preliminary Historical Overview of the Muluridji Tribe' for
the Muluridji. (May 1995)
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Bunda Dibandji - Site Management Proposal, prepared by
NQ Research Associates for the Djabugay Ranger, Land &
Natural Resource Management Agency, April, 1995.

The White Sands People – An Historical Overview of the
Wuthathi, at Cape Grenville F.N.Q. Commissioned by Mr.
Roy Turner, lease-holder of Haggerstone Island, off Cape
Grenville. (May 1992)
'The River' – developed the structure for a communitybased curriculum, in close consultation with the
Kowanyama Land & Natural Resource Management Office,
Elders, Council and State School. (January 1991)

Radio Documentaries:
Sharon Malloy from ABC Far North Queensland (Cairns)
engaged Dr. Bottoms for a 10 minute segments about
Cairns history, every Saturday morning for three months
(up to Christmas time 2017). Seven of the segments can be
heard at:
https://youtu.be/v513bMg2tbs -The First People Cairns Region
https://youtu.be/enATQYYd6Ig - European Explorers
https://youtu.be/gZhh9LuO40o - Cleveland Bay Expedition
https://youtu.be/-GDRzWKDbIM - Chinese & Sachs Street
https://youtu.be/NNJMAMHqT6Y - Frontier killing times
https://youtu.be/Vt0bmzBGv5c - Cairns gets underway
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Jtn_1_QwpK0 - Plantations

Hindsight, ABC Radio National Program: 'The Journey of
King Billy Jagar’s Breast Plate’ – consultant historian –
contextualized events of King Billy’s life from c.1876 to
1930. Primary source quotes supplied were re-voiced by
producer to enrich the presentation. Broadcast 4 November
2006. http://cairnshistory.com.au/audio-gallery
Inan Nayee Aurukun Wik Kath – Listening to the Aurukun
Story, a radio documentary history produced in conjunction
with Elders and Rangers for the TAFE Ranger Program
and the
Aurukun Shire Council. (June 1991)
http://cairnshistory.com.au/audio-gallery
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An Introduction to Kowanyama – a radio documentary on
the history and culture of the indigenous people of
Kowanyama, west coast Cape York Peninsula.
Commissioned by the Kowanyama Aboriginal Land &
Natural Resource Management Office, in consultation with
the Elders. (April 1992) http://cairnshistory.com.au/audio-gallery
The Role of Community Rangers on Cape York Peninsula
– an audio documentary where Rangers from around the
Cape introduce their community and their role as Rangers
to a broader audience. Thursday Island. (September 1991)
A Short History of Australian Radio Advertising – produced
and presented on AWA Network Radio 2GN (1982).
Deposited with the National Film and Sound Archives
(Canberra).
Radio Oz – A History of Australian Radio – a four part halfhour series, first broadcast in 1981 on 2 SER-FM (Sydney).
This won an Award for Creative Use of the Medium in the
Australian HI-FI Radio Awards (1981). Deposited with the
National Film and Sound Archives (Canberra).
The Australian Film Industry in the 1980s – researched,
produced and presented a six part half-hour radio
documentary series, first broadcast on 2SER-FM, Sydney
(September 1980). Deposited with the National Film and
Sound Archives (Canberra).
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2018 version of my original 1990 M.A.(Qual) JCU
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See also Chart One from MA(Qual) thesis: Annual Cycle of Activities, Based
Upon, and Regulated by, Seasonal Changes (p.94).
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This was the original map sent to Allen & Unwin in 2012 which became four
separate maps in the front of Conspiracy of Silence published in 2013.
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'
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